














Environmental
certification pending

he Vahterus Oy environmental handbook that
has been in preparation for a little over a year
is almost finished: only the official auditing is
still pending.

‘The handbook is finished, some work specifications
have already been written, and DVN will audit our system
at the end of May,’ says Quality and Environmental
Manager Juha Suominen, who is pleased that the work
has advanced well.

Before the audit aiming at certification, the staff will
review their environmental training and the new system.

A certified ISO 14001 environmental system is
highly significant for customers. It is important that a
component manufacturer can show an internationally
recognised certificate proving the environmental
friendliness of its business. This issue must also be
in order for the products to find their place in the
demanding processes of the oil industry.

In Finland, the local authorities require great care in
environmental issues from companies. A company will
not be granted an environmental permit until it complies
with strict emission limits and implements a monitoring
and reporting system for the limits. In connection with
an extension a year ago, Vahterus carefully reviewed
the wastewater handling system of a pickling plant
manufactured in the new hall together with the local
authorities, and agreements on monitoring four times
per year were made.

The environmental handbook studies issues from
a slightly different viewpoint, based on the idea of
continuous improvement.

‘The idea is that we will recognise the environmental
impact of all our activities and divide them into major
and minor impacts. Once this has been done, we will
start addressing the issues, starting from the major
ones in order to prevent and reduce the impact on the
environment,” Suominen explains.

Specifications on recycling

Vahterus has started by preparing improvements in
its recycling system. The objective is further reductions
in the amount of waste delivered to landfills by, for
example, offering more specific recycling instructions.

The old system was already comprehensive:

‘All metal waste is returned to smelting to be
recycled. Papers and cardboard are sorted, plastic is
baled, and timber is delivered for energy use. All of
these waste fractions are recyclable waste,” Suominen
describes.

Hazardous waste, such as oils and paints, are sentto a
hazardous waste management plant.

The plastic waste accumulated by Vahterus mainly
consists of packaging plastics. There is a separate plastic
baling press in each hall in order to avoid the need to
transport plastics from one place to another.

‘People in Finland are used to recycling. However, we
must make it easy for them. There must be a sufficient
number of places where people can place materials to be
recycled. The containers must also be properly marked
so that nobody has to spend time wondering in which
container each piece of waste should be placed,’ says
Suominen.



HOT COLD

uring February
2009 Vahterus
UK had their 10
year Anniversary.

To mark the occasion the team
got together for a celebratory
meal at the Mickleover Court Res-
taurant in Derby and Mauri Kon-
tu, the Managing Director of the
global organisation and inven-

tor of the PSHE technology, join-
ed them.

Chris Trevatt, Managing director of the UK
organisation, said “During the past 10 years we
have been instrumental in pioneering the use of
Vahterus products in the UK and Irish markets.
In the beginning there was some resistance to
accepting a new technology but over time we
have built up references in all the major process
industries and applications. The product range
has continuously been added to and refined
and today we are delighted that we have units
ranging in size from 0.5 sq.m to 2000 sq.m and
pressure capability up to 200 Bar; therefore we
can look to the future with confidence. Our main
markets include Oil & Gas, Pharmaceutical/Fine
Chemical, Refrigeration, Chemical, Energy - in
fact any application where a high integrity heat
exchanger is required.”

Despite the recession Vahterus UK
have had a record first quarter in 2009 and
although the future could be seen as difficult
by some, the Vahterus team see the recession
as an opportunity for further gains in market
share. “ Using Vahterus technology enables
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our customers to work smarter” commented
Chris Trevatt “ traditionally our client base used
Shell & Tube exchangers for their processes

but by using our PSHE's they can achieve much
better heat transfer in a fraction of the space,
thereby recovering more energy and obtaining
better payback periods. One of our clients had
intended to use tubulars in one of their processes
—an 80 MW dump condenser in a refinery. The
tubular solution utilized 2 units which were

1.5m in diameter and 8m long - these were
organized on two floors of a three story module
with the third floor taken up by steam control
equipment. By utilizing Vahterus equipment the
heat transfer could be achieved in a single unit
1.2m diameter and 2.5m long. The steam could
also be condensed at a higher pressure thereby
considerably reducing the size of de-superheater
needed. These space saving techniques enabled

the package builder to reduce
the module size from 3 floors to
1 floor with an estimated cost
saving of a million pounds.”

During the dinner the team
also took the opportunity of
welcoming newcomer Andrew
Peeke. Andrew joined Vahterus
UKin January and has a strong
background in Heat Transfer
having previously worked

with Alfa Laval and APV. “We were looking to
strengthen our presence in the South of England
and with Andrew becoming available we had

no hesitation in offering him a position. He has
the right background and understanding of
customers processes which will prove invaluable
in the months and years ahead” said Chris

Mauri rounded the evening off by
congratulating the team on their achievements
so far and looked forward to working with them

for many more years to come.
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Vahterus Serial No. 24,000

Vahterus have reached another landmark in their production of Plate & Shell
Heat Exchangers. Serial Number 24,000 to be delivered in March 2009, is destined
for Norway. The exchanger is for an energy saving application; heating make-up
water to the steam boilers with flash steam from the steam condensate system.
The end client is Esso Norge A/S. Exchanger No. 24,000 (PSHE Type 4LL-186/1/1)
has been sold through Vahterus Norwegian distributor, Spirax Sarco AS, Norway,
and will be installed at Esso Refinery Tensberg, Norway.



Vahterus now has
over 140 employees.
Here are the newest!

Heidi Lahdesméki, Key account  Matti Lahtinen, Welder, Tiina Isotupa, Welding
manager, 1.10.2008 13.10.2008 operator, 27.10.2008

Teuvo Kinnula, Manufacturing
supervisor, 1.12.2008

Reino Laakso, Mechanic,
2.12.2008

Henri Kdrmeniemi, Designer, Matti Luomahaara, Technical
23.3.2009 purchaser, 23.3.2009

el =

r
Does tur company need financing )

for growth or internationalisation?

Finnvera improves and diversifies the financing options available Financing solutions
to enterprises by offering loans, guarantees and export financing for start-ups, growth,
services. When an enterprise expands its business, launches exports, internationalisation
or enters new markets, the risks involved may increase and extra and export.

financing may be needed. Contact us.

Turku Regional Office, tel. +358 204 6011
Eerikinkatu 2, FI-20100 Turku, www.finnvera.fi




